


Snippet.  An  OPSET
LETRIXMEC No.4 SET
A  No.1  outfit  from  this
Italian  system was descr-
ibed  in  26/759.  Although
some  of  its  parts  are
missing in the No.4 descr-
ibed  here  (from  an  ebay
offering),  it  is  likely  that
the  sets  are  progressive
with all  the No.1 parts  in
the No.4.

The  SET  The  box
scales  at  45*30cm;  it  is
blue, as was the No.1, and the parts are again in a moulded
tray (Fig.2). The lid label (Fig.1) is once more about the same
size as the manual cover, 25*18cm (Fig.4), but the No.1's label
was identical in design to the manual cover.

The  PARTS  Apart  from  the  structural  parts  from  the

companion  METALMEC  system
(described in 9/226 & 37/1108), the
main electrical parts are the Bell Unit
(Fig.3)  as  in  the  No.1,  plus  an
Electromagnet (Fig.6), Morse Sender
& Receiver Units  (Fig.3),  & a small
Electric Motor (Fig.5).
  The No.1 parts which are missing
from the No.4 are the Flanged Plate
pierced with standard & larger holes,
the  2  Lamp  Reflectors,  the  Push
Switch, & the 2 Coils (or Connecting
Wire).  The  Plate  would  have  been
housed in the rectangular recess at

the  top  of  the  tray,  the  Reflectors  in  the  circular  recesses
below the  Curved  Strips  (the  Pulleys  there  could  sit  in  the
circular  recesses by the Bush Wheels),  & the Switch  in  the
recess to the left of the green Bush Wheel on the right side
(replacing the Hook). There is no obvious home for the Coils

but there would be room for them in

the  well
under the Flanged

Plate. The three shallow circular recesses, similar to
the  one  with  the  Segmented  Disc  in  it,  probably
contained similar size Discs – 4 are shown in one of
the models in the Ebay photos, all segmented.

Of the other parts in the tray the 2-arm nickel part
at the top was in the No.1 and is perhaps a Continuity
Tester, the small parts in the well under the Flanged
Plate  include  a  number  of  Bulb  Holders,  the  Hook
near the tray's left edge in METALMEC pattern while
the one next to the Bush Wheel on the right isn't,
although a not dissimilar one is shown in Fig.7.

The MANUAL  8 pages were shown on Ebay: an
Intro;  notes on the Electromagnetic Telegraph; & 6

models.  The  latter:  the  Morse
Units  connected  together;  a
simple  Crane  with  the  Electro-
magnet; the Motor with 1 of 4
Segmented Discs on its shaft; a
similar model but with the Disc
lit by a Bulb in a Reflector; the
Bell Unit with added lights, op-
erated by a built-up tapper key;
&  the  Hoist  with  Lighting  left.
The latter, which can be made
with Set 3, shows the Reflector,
Flanged  Plate,  Electromagnet,
and the 4.5v battery used in all
the models needing power. And
there  are  Connectors  mounted
in two of the large holes – the
only use for them seen so far.
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